


Kitten College 2023 Impact Report
In 2023, the Animal Welfare League of Arlington’s Kitten College program embarked on a
transformative journey, reinforcing its commitment to feline welfare nationwide. Through
strategic partnerships, educational programs, and community outreach efforts, Kitten
College expanded its reach and impact, leaving a lasting paw print on shelters, rescues, and
the lives of countless kittens across the country.

________________________________________

Key Partnerships

Kitten College Collaborates with Renowned Institutions:
Guided by collaborative initiatives with UC Davis and the University of Wisconsin, AWLA’s
Kitten College fortified its educational foundation. These partnerships leveraged
cutting-edge research and expertise, refining our curriculum to empower shelters with the
latest knowledge on kitten care, health, and behavior. In 2023, both institutions updated
their neonatal kitten care guidelines using Kitten College’s shelter training. These
guidelines put AWLA’s Kitten College on the map as a leader in neonatal kitten care and can
be found here.

Strategic Alliance with Maddie's Fund:
In 2023, AWLA’s Kitten College and Maddie’s Fund partnered to produce and distribute our
training throughout their entire network of shelters and rescues all over the world. In
addition to these trainings, AWLA’s Kitten College will now offer monthly “office hours” with
Maddie’s University to answer questions and connect with these organizations. This
partnership facilitated a broader dissemination of educational materials, workshops, and
training sessions, fostering a culture of excellence in kitten care practices.

Shelter Partnership with Royal Canin:
In 2023, Kitten College proudly partnered with Royal Canin Pet Food, which is well-known
for its kitten neonatal food. Royal Canin has made large financial investments in AWLA’s
Kitten College and generously donated hundreds of bags & cases of food to kitten
programs working with AWLA’s Kitten College around the country.
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https://www.sheltermedicine.com/
https://uwveterinarycare.wisc.edu/
http://www.sheltermedicine.com/library/guidebooks/guide-to-raising-unweaned-underage-kittens
https://www.maddiesfund.org/index.htm


________________________________________

Educational Endeavors

Marnie Russ teaching during a Kitten College Apprentice Program

In-House Apprentice Programs:
Hosting four immersive in-house apprentice programs at AWLA, we welcomed
approximately 50 passionate individuals from shelters and rescues across the country.
These comprehensive programs equipped participants with hands-on experience,
mentorship, and specialized training, nurturing a cohort of dedicated professionals
committed to elevating kitten care standards.

National Outreach and Presentations:
AWLA’s Kitten College embarked on a nationwide tour, traveling to and presenting at nearly
40 shelters and rescues. Through engaging workshops, seminars, and interactive sessions,
our team shared invaluable insights, practical tips, and evidence-based strategies, reaching
diverse audiences and fostering a ripple effect of positive change.
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Impact and Community Outreach

Building a National Network of Support:
Through our extensive outreach efforts, AWLA’s Kitten College successfully established a
robust national network of support. Collaborating with shelters, rescues, and passionate
individuals, this network catalyzed knowledge exchange, resource-sharing, and collective
action, strengthening the foundation for long-term change in feline welfare.

Local Impact: Saving Lives Close to Home:
In our local community, AWLA’s Kitten College made a tangible difference by saving over
1500 kittens in 2023. We have strengthened relationships with existing Kitten College
Satellite Campuses and watched them thrive. The Kitten College at Prince George’s County
Animal Shelter in Maryland - one of our original satellite campuses - marked its first year of
not euthanizing a neonate for space in 2023. The Kitten College at Middleburg Humane
Foundation developed such a robust program that we no longer pull kittens from them, and
they are transferring kittens into their program due to increased capacity.

Kittens fostered through Middleburg Humane Foundation’s Kitten College Program
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Summary

AWLA’s Kitten College Program was modeled after different programs at five national
high-capacity kitten nurseries, who took in between 1,100 and 1,500 kittens each year. We
are proud that in 2023, we have surpassed those numbers despite being a smaller
organization.

As we reflect on our 2023 milestones, we remain committed to reducing the number of
neonatal kittens euthanized in shelters and rescues throughout the country. Through
collaboration, education, and unwavering dedication, we aspire to continue making a
profound and enduring impact, one paw at a time.

Kittens “enrolled” in AWLA’s Kitten College Program
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